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that, had it boon accepted, the Burmese CHAP. xxn.
government would have disavowed tho act of their
agwit; and Iwwovur thin might have boon, the
tmtiro tiwour nf BurineNo policy for years past ren-
dered it clour that war could not ultimately bo
avoided, nor could its commencement be long de-

forced.

Waiving, too, all rdbrcmee to the future, the out-
ragOR which tho Burmo&o had perpetrated could not
be overlooked*   Such a course was not only forbid-
den by a regard to tho honour of the British nation,
but its direct tendency would have been to invito
fresh* and without doubt, more important aggres-
sloiw. Such was tho view taken by the government,
who, in replying to tho letter communicating the
proposal of tho vakeels with regard to Shapooree,
observed, u that worthless and insignificant as the
place must bo to either party, and willing as the
governor-general in council might have felt to listen
to any such proponal, had it been brought forward
by th$ government of Ava itself at an earlier stage
of tho discussion* and previously to the assault on "
the British ** post, and the slaughter of" the British
** sepoys, the just indignation excited by that act of
outrage, and the declarations and resolutions it had
neceiiarSly induced, must utterly preclude any com-
promise of the above nature, even if not proffered
in the tone of insolent menace, which the Rajah of
had invariably assumed,"*   The British

* ! Despatch from Gwernor-gen^ral in Cotmcll to Sefcretr Com-
mittee, 28rd of Febmajry, 18S4,